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Marion Russell Dickson’s Studio Policy

Fall 2009 - Spring 2010
Congratulations on making the choice to invest in your creative abilities!
It will be so exciting to be work together, and !
we are going to have a FABULOUS year!


Goals

A.  Our goals this semester are to improve breathing, technical ability, interpretation, communication, language, memorization, and musicality.

B.   Encouraging imaginative creativity and providing a supportive atmosphere through which you can explore the art of singing and performance through song is of high importance.

C.  In addition, of course, are the goals that each of you bring as individual artists. 


Lesson Preparation.
A.  Each student must learn their own music; it is not the instructor’s job to teach students the notes/melody.

             B.  Please bring 2 selections ready to sing for your instructor for each voice                                      

 lesson.  The expectations are:



1.  Melody is learned



2.  The selection is translated and transcribed on both loose-leaf and the score.  

                         (I will help you learn how to do this)



3.  Be prepared to sing the song on the vowels for the first lesson with each repertoire selection.


      C.  Purchase a 3 ring-binder for your music and your notes.



1.  Use dividers for different sections, including copies of music (until your  books arrive), IPA notes, composer background, and notes from your previous lessons taken from your tape/CD.

       D.  CD’s will be provided for your recordings by Ms. Dickson.

 Practice Habits

A.
You are expected to practice one hour daily!   The more time you spend exercising your voice, the more you will get out of your investment!

B.
Best possible world ideal:  warm up earlier in the day for 15 to 20 minutes, and add an additional rehearsal later in the day lasting no more than one hour for repertoire.

C.  Real world expectations:  please commit to rehearsal 6 days a week, for one hour a day.

Materials


      A.  We will be studying out of certain books during the semester.  These need to be purchased 
             by the student/parent/guardian.

      B.  Please purchase:  “90 Days to Sight-Singing Success” from AMC music (below).

             C.  Dictionaries:  Please purchase an Italian/English Dictionary (Webster’s) that uses 
           International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) transcriptions.  Bantam French/English and 
           German/English are also strongly suggested.

             D.   Students can use these web-sites to order texts:



1.  http://www.amcmusic.net/AMCMusic/index.cfm




2.  http://www.tismusic.com/



3.  http://www.jwpepper.com/



4.  http://www.penders.com/penders/catalog/home.php



5.  http://www.patelson.com/index1.html

Make-Up Policy

A.
The only excused absence is due to sickness, religious observances, or for those that apply, school functions (such as SAT testing, etc).
B.
Those of you with excused absences will receive two make-up lessons each semester for those absences.
C.
Please call me 24 hours before your lesson time if you are unable to make your lesson due to sickness only.  Please let me know of religious absences due to religious observances or school functions at least one month before the occurrence.  If notification is not received, then the normal lesson fee will be due.
D.
If you wake up ill the day of your lesson and call me before 10:00am I will accept that as an excused absence.

E.
Unexcused absences will not be made up.

G.
All lessons missed due to my absence will be made up.
H.
Unexcused absences cannot be prorated.
*Semester Schedule

A.  Scheduling basically follows the Humble ISD schedule.


August:


Week of 31st:  Lessons begin for the Fall Semester


September:


Monday, September 7th:  Labor Day – no lessons.

October:


Saturday, October 24th:  Master Class.  No lessons during Master Class week.

November:


Week of November 2nd:  Texoma NATS Conference at Texas Tech – no lessons.


Week of November 9th:  Ms. Dickson performs with Sugarland Opera – no lessons.


November 12th, 13th, and 15th:  Ms. Dickson’s Sugarland Opera Performances 


November 25 – 27:  Thanksgiving Break.  Saturday lessons are optional.


December:


Saturday, December 12th:  Master Class.  No lessons during Master Class week.


Week of December 14th:  Lessons will be completed for the Fall Semester.

January, 2010:


Week of January 4th:  Lessons begin for Spring Semester.

February:


Saturday, February 20th:  Master Class.  No lessons during Master Class week.

March:


Week of March 15th – March 21st:  Spring Break!!  No lessons.


Friday, March 26th:  Ms. Dickson’s Sugarland Opera Performance

Saturday, March 27th:  Master Class.  No lessons this week.

April:


Good Friday, April 2nd – Holy Saturday, April 3rd:  No lessons due to religious    
     observances.

Saturday, April 10th:  Greater Houston NATS Classical Auditions at the University of Houston Moore’s School of Music.  (No lessons)

May:


Recital:  TBA, at University of St. Thomas


Week of May 17th:  Lessons will be completed for Spring Semester 

13 scheduled Lessons/Master Classes for the Fall Semester

17 scheduled Lessons/Master Classes for the Spring


3 Possible NATS Audition Dates

1 Public Recital – Will be professionally recorded.

See the “Calendar of Events” link on www.marionrusselldickson.com for more information!
*Dates subject to change upon notice from the instructor.

Master Classes

A.  Maintaining the exciting tradition to our studio, several Master Classes will be scheduled 
      each semester.  Heather Brown, Dr. Shannon Hesse, Dr. Roger Keele, and Jay Whatley 
      are fabulous coach and collaborators whom have joined us in the past.  They will be here 
      to co-teach with your instructor during these Master Classes.

B.  Master Classes are typically scheduled for Saturday afternoons, and occur either at the    
      Home Studio or at the University of St. Thomas.
B.  Students who register for 30 minute lessons will have shorter performance time,           
      and students who register for 60 minute lessons will have longer performance.
C.  Master Class performances are to be memorized, unless permission is given by the 
     instructor to use music.

D.  When there is a Master Class, there will be no lessons that week.  Therefore, the lesson 
      fee will be replaced by a Master Class fee (no one will pay for both a lesson and Master 
      Class in the same week).

Compensation Due

A.  Weekly
lessons




 A.  $35.00 for 30 minute lessons




 B.  $70.00 for 60 minute lessons
B.   Master Classes

A.  $35.00 for 30 minute lessons




B.  $70.00 for 60 minute lessons
C.  Pianist Fee


A.  One $50.00 fee for pianist is due each semester for Master Classes.
D. No Recital Fee is required.
Payment Arrangements
A.
Payments for the lessons and Master Classes are due at the beginning of each month or at the beginning of each semester – the choice is up to the student/parent.

B.
Please note the make-up policy.

C.
Please note that unexcused absences cannot be prorated.

D.
If the student does not pay at the beginning of the month the student forfeits his or her spot in the studio schedule and their spot may be replaced with a new student.

E.
If the student decides to discontinue lessons please notify me in writing one month in advance.  Any money for remaining lessons after the final lesson noted in writing by the student will be refunded.

F.
If you choose to pay by check, please make checks out to 

Marion K. R. Dickson.
Auditions – National Association of Teachers of Singing

A.  The Greater Houston Chapter of NATS holds the annual auditions in the Spring of 2008.    
      1. Each student who I feel is ready for this wonderful experience will be entered, as long 
          as the student (and parents/guardians) would like to participate.  It is an all day event 
          at University of  Houston.  
      2. A minimal audition fee will apply.
      3.  Pianist fees will apply for the audition.  These fees are discussed with your pianist 
           without your voice teacher as part of negotiations.
       B.  Texoma Region holds auditions annually in the fall semester

       1.  Location:  Texas Tech University

       2.  Dates:  November 4th – 7th
       3.  Students whom I feel are prepared for this audition will be invited to audition.  
            Expenses are paid by student, including hotel and travel, and pianist fees will apply
       4.  Thursday, November 5th:  
            In collaboration with Dr. Todd Miller, Jay Whatley, and composer Richard Faith, I 
            will present:  




Songs of Richard Faith: A Lecture Recital with Composer in Residence
C.  Musical Theatre Auditions:  Date and location TBA.

Pl
Please sign this sheet signifying you have read this policy, keep one copy for your records, and return one to me at your next lesson.  Please feel free to contact me with any questions.  Thanks!!

______________________________

_________________________________


Stud
Student
            




Parent or Guardian*



                  *Please sign if student is under the age of eighteen.
